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On behalf of the Opposition, Pherozeshah gave the measure a
general approval, though he did not feel himself competent to dis-
cuss its provisions in view of the fact that he had returned from
Europe only two days before. He did not agree with those who
thought it was an attack upon the constitution of the Corporation.
Speaking from his intimate acquaintance with the Municipal Act, he
was of opinion that it had always been contemplated that special
and exceptional occasions might arise when it might be deemed
desirable not to entrust the direct work of carrying out certain duties
to a body constituted as the Corporation was, but that it might be
found necessary to delegate such tasks to an organisation composed
in a somewhat different way. He pointed, in support of this argu-
ment, to the provisions deliberately introduced into the Municipal
Act relating to the appointment of the Joint Schools Committee.
He would have preferred it if the Trust had been called by
some name which might have brought it more in harmony with the
nomenclature of committees such as were contemplated in the Act.
The constitution of the new body might with advantage have pro-
ceeded on somewhat similar lines as that of the Joint Schools
Committee. With regard to other parts of the Bill, Pherozeshah was
anxious that the ratepayers should have some knowledge of the
financial liabilities involved in the proposals. He was also somewhat
uneasy about the large powers left in the hands of Government, and
urged that care should be taken not to make the Board a mere
department of the latter. Subject to these and like reservations, he
welcomed the measure, and hoped it might be the foundation for the
reconstruction of the city in a way for which future generations
would be grateful to the Government, the Municipality and the
public for their respective shares in the inauguration of the new era.
The Select Committee, mindful of the urgency of the measure,
lost BO time in submitting its report, and the second reading came on
towards the end of March. The debate on the motion was short and
uneventful, except for a fine vindication by Pherozeshah of the part
which the Bombay Corporation had played in the building up of the
city. As the acknowkdged leader of that body, and as one who had
bad a coosideraHe share in the moulding of its Constitution he
never allow that there was anything wrong with the